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THE RARS GENERAL 
CLASS UPGRADE 
PROGRAM 


The Education Department is pleased to an- 
nounce the General Class upgrade program. This is 
the same program that has been taught by Wilbur, 
WD4RDT and Jeff, AC4ZO but is now being offered 

fl as a part of the RARS Education Department. 

Class size is limited to five, but two seats are 
still available. Call Jeff (362-9456) to sign up. The 
class meets on Wednesday evenings, for six weeks 
beginning on July 23, and since RARS foots the bill 
for the books, you must be a RARS member to 
participate. The class will meet at AC4ZO in Cary. 

An Advanced class upgrade program is being 
planned for later in the year. 


Jeff ACAZO 
HAV U 


RENEWED YET? 


If you haven't renewed your RARS membership 
yet, then this is the last issue of the EXCITER you will 
receive. 

The "end date" of your RARS membership is on 
the mailing label. Unless it specifies 1998, then you 
need to renew. 

But it's simple to renew. Just send in your dues 
to Mike Murphy at the address listed on page 2. 

We need you and your support, so if you haven't 
renewed yet, please do so TODAY. 


THE FUTURE OF 
RARS BBS? 


Copied below is a message from Wade 
Coates, system administrator for the MMS systems. 
You'll see that MMS is looking for signs of interest 
from users of the MMS BBS, and the RARS BBS. For 
those of you who do not stop by the RARS BBS, activity 


is very low. Any comments? 


06/10/97 - As of this week, Fidonet is no 
longer being posted on the Bulletin Board System. The 
provider of Fidonet in this area says it is no longer cost 
effective to provide Fidonet to the very small amount of 
BBS’s in this area. His decision is not final at this time, 
he is determining how many systems are willing to pay 
for the service, where Fidonet in the past has been free. 

The interest in Fidonet (and the BBS in gen- 
eral) on our system has shrunk to only a handful of 
people. If these people are willing to pay an extra $5.00 
per month, or less (depending on how many people are 
interested) we may continue to provide Fidonet in the 
future, IF he decides there is enough interest. I would 
like to hear from those few people that still read/use 
Fidonet what their feelings are on this issue. If you are 
one of those people, please e-mail me _ at: 
wcoates@mms.net (please cc: kn4aq.gary@mms.net) 

If Fidonet no longer is provided on the BBS, it 
will be stripped down to mainly a small Internet e-mail/ 
newsgroup provider, and a small customer support area. 


Other areas may be added back in the future, such as a 
continued on page 2 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS) founded in | The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 


1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North Carolina. 
Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining Ama- 
teur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Duestothe club are $18.00 peryear(whichruns from July 1 to June 
30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of the 
officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the facing 
column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday ofevery month, 7:30 PM 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of Clark Avenue and Dixi 
Trail, just off of Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04/224.64 MHz, 449.5/444.5 MHz, 449.9 
/445.95 MHzand a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All repeaters 
cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County area. The 
auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open to all duly 
licensed amateurs. 

The RARS Homepage on the Internet World Wide Web is 

http://rtpnet.org/~rars 

1996 Officers: 
President: Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary,NC27511 


380-7286 
snockw@vms.sas.com 


Pat Fix KE4FCJ 
324 Silverberry Court, Cary, NC 27513 
677-8320 


Vice President 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 


Secretary: 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 


Treasurer: 


Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items ofinterest tothe ham 
community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society membership 
with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no article 
will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands ofthe editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham 
bands using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent viaham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 

7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 

Editor; Curt Phillips W4CP (ex-KD4YU) 
6200 Vicky Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27603 

772-0207 

cphillips@pobox.com 
CompuServe 73167,2050 


RARS BBS 


continued from page I 


limited number of file sections, though I have no infor- 
mation on that at this time. 

RARS is also possibly going to be taken off of 
the BBS soon, I also do not have enough information 


from that group at this time to make an announcement. 
Wade Coates 
via Gary KN4AQ 


MINI-EXCITER? 


Because of the untimely illness of the Editor, you 
have an abbreviated edition of the EXCITER this month. 

Butdon't worry, the MINUTES OF THE MEETINGs, 
articles and all the other great features you know and 
love will be back next month. 

Cheer up... I could have drawn more cartoons. 


(Ask a RARS old-timer if you don't understand.) 
. Curt W4CP 


= 


NEW NC ARRL 
INTERNET MAILING LISTS 


The North Carolina ARRL Field Organization 
now has two new internet mailing lists (listservers), 
thanks to the efforts of Gary Suddreth, KD4YTU; Errol 
Casey, KD4IHW;; and Steve Perry, KB4FXE. 

The first list — nc-arrl — is for all hams in the 
NC ARRL field organization. You can post messages 
that will be quickly received by everyone else sub- 
scribed to the list. 

The second list — nc-arrl-announce — is a 
“read only” list. You will receive announcements and 
bulletins from the NC ARRL Field Organization leader- 
ship. 

[hope all North Carolina Amateurs with e-mail 
capability will subscribe to BOTH of these lists. 

Instructions for subscribing to the lists are 
provided below. 

The exact nature of each list will be deter- 
mined by experience as we use them. The “announce” 
list will be more formal, with bulletins posted by NC 
Section leadership. During emergencies and exercises, 
we will post situation updates (at least as long as internet 
service holds up.) We can also announce additions to 
the NC-ARRL web site, hamfests, and about anything 
else of section-wide interest. Note that we will NOT be 
copying W1AW bulletins, the ARRL letter, or anything 
else that you can receive by subscribing to another 
mailing list. 

The “nc-arrl” list will be available for your 
postings and bulletins, and anything pertaining to the 
Field Organization is fair game. For example, if your 
ARES group is involved in an operation, post status 
reports. At the conclusion of the event, post a review. 
If you need advice on how others have solveda problem, 
post a question. However, local events such as club 
meetings, VHF nets, VE exam sessions and such should 
NOT be posted on the list. These activities can be listed 
in the appropriate sections of the NCARRL web site — 
http://www.ncarrl.org. 

These mailing lists are not designed to replace 
our radio communications in any way. Rather, they are 
intended to supplement and improve our radio system. 
Informal surveys at ARES and NTS meetings over the 
past year have shown that internet e-mail is BY FAR the 


most common means of communication to the greatest 
number of hams in the NC Section. With these mailing 
lists, we can reach Section Amateurs more quickly and 
completely than by any other means available. 

Please forward this information to all North 
Carolina Amateurs!! It will take some effort to get all 
North Carolina hams with internet e-mail subscribed to 


these lists, but that’s our goal! 
Thanks & 73 
Reed Whitten, AB4W 
North Carolina Section Manager 


HOW TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
NEW NC-ARRL MAILING LISTS: 


Send an e-mail message to: hamlist@ncarrl.org 
(SUBSCRIBE only to this address - do NOT post mes- 
sages to this address) 

Leave the subject line blank (if you server 
requires a subject, e.g., AOL, put one in - anything in the 
subject line will be ignored.) In the body of the mes- 
sage, ONLY enter both of these lines: 

subscribe nc-arrl 
subscribe nc-arrl-announce 

The mail server will pick up your e-mail ad- 
dress from your message. 

But, if you want to subscribe with a DIFFER- 
ENT e-mail address, use the following format: 

subscribe your.email@your.domain nc-arrl 
subscribe your.email@your.domain nc-arrl-an- 
nounce 


HOW TO POST A MESSAGE 
TO THE NC-ARRL LIST 


Send your message as e-mail to: 
nc-arrl@ncarrl.org (POST messages to this ad- 
dress. DO NOT SUBSCRIBE or UNSUBSCRIBE to 
this address - it won’t work!) 

The message will be rapidly copied to every- 
one subscribed to the list,including yourself, so you 
should soon receive a copy of your message. 

Any questions? Post your question to nc- 
arrl@ncarrl.org, or send e-mail to: 

Errol Casey 
NC ARRL PIO 


errol@pobox.com or kd4ihw@pobox.com 
Errol KD4IHW 


Ham Radio- Hot Fun in the Sun @ tlie Cary Hamfest 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 


First Class Mail 


CHECK YOUR 
MAILING LIST: 

THIS MAY BE 

YOUR LAST EXCITER! 


AMATEUR RADIO ELECTRONICS 
Home of 

UNCLE JOE'S HAM SHACK 

@ exclusive from R.F. Connection, 
# 8 ZIP Cord for $0.65 per foot. 

e mobile antennas from COMTELCO, 
2 mtr, dual band, 220 mtr and more. 

call for more info! 


Robert P. Holmes 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 
& Workplace Injuries 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 919-832-5000 
P.O. Box 1069 FAX 832-5080 Garner, NC 27529 Joe Saah 
Raleigh, N.C. 27602 KE4FUD | | (919) 779-5659 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS -- JULY 1997 


Jul 1: Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church, 7:30PM, directions on page 2. 
Jul 10: Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday KD4LLS, 782-8703 

Jul 15: RARS Advisory Board; F.H. Baptist Ch,7:30PM,ALL RARS MEMBERS WELCOME! 
Jul 19: Cary Mid-Summer Swapfest, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 

Jul 21: Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt W4CP, 772-0207 

Jul 22: RARS Crystals Meeting, info, Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 


send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 


